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RANGEEXTENSIONOFTHEGENUS
ASYMPHORODESMEYRICK

(LEPIDOPTERA: COSMOPTERIGIDAE)

J. F. G. Clarke

Abstract. —Asymphorodes aporema is described from Guam. The new species

is distantly removed from the Marquesas Islands, the center of distribution of

the genus Asymphorodes. Asymphorodes aporema is closely related to A. po-

liopterus but is distinguished from it by the strongly spined posterolateral mar-

gin of the sixth sternum and the annulated antenna. The lectotype of Stathopoda

monoxesta (Meyrick), new combination, is designated.

The genus Asymphorodes (Meyrick, 1929:

498-501) originally contained 13 species

from the Marquesas Islands, one from the

Paumotus (Tuamotus), one from Tahiti

{monoxesta) and one from Rapa (perfuga)

which Meyrick transferred from the genus

Ulochora.

Currently, the genus contains 75 species

from the Marquesas Islands (Clarke 1986:

180-283), two from Hawaii (Zimmerman
1978:1055-1067), one from Easter Island

(Clarke 1986:161), one from the Solomon
Islands, (Bradley 1957:100), and one from

the Tuamotus (Meyrick 1929:500).

Asymphorodes monoxesta Meyrick from

Tahiti is misplaced and is treated elsewhere

in this paper. Asymphorodes perfuga (Mey-

rick) from Rapa, was transferred to Stath-

mopoda (Clarke 1971:176).

Recently, while sorting species of Cos-

mopterigidae from Micronesia, an obvious

species of Asymphorodes from Guamwas
encountered. Guamis ca. 3750 miles (6039

km.) from Hawaii and ca. 5250 miles (8454

km.) from the Marquesas Islands. These are

the nearest areas from which any species of

Asymphorodes has been reported.

The specimen was collected on an air-

plane in 1939, the "Philippine Clipper," and
it is not clear whether the moth was a

stowaway or whether it boarded the air-

plane in Guam. The only place where the

Pan American Clipper Ships stopped on

their way to or from the Orient, and where

any species of Asymphorodes are known to

occur, is Hawaii. The two species of this

genus that occur in Hawaii are not closesly

related to the Guam species, so it is not

likely that the Guam specimen originated

there. The microlepidopterous fauna of

Guamis very poorly known and it is quite

possible that extensive collecting on that is-

land will reveal the presence of other species

of Asymphorodes, as well as additional spec-

imens of ^. aporema.

In the meantime we must consider this

apparent great extension of range of the ge-

nus with some scepticism.

Asymphorodes aporema, new species

Figs. 1, 2

Description.— Alar expanse 6 mm. Labial

palpus shining white; second segment shad-

ed with fuscous on outer side; third segment

fuscous anteriorly and on outer side. An-
tenna, scape white; flagellum white annu-

lated fuscous. Head white. Thorax white;

thornlike processes of metascutum well de-

veloped. Forewing ground color white; from

base to apex a broad median, longitudinal

fuscous streak, edges of which not clearly

defined; cilia mixed white and grayish.

Hindwing sordid white; cilia grayish. Fore-
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Fig. 1 . Asymphorodes aporema, new species, right wings.

leg white; femur, tibia and tarsal segments

fuscous on outer side; midleg white; tarsal

segments slightly infuscated; hindleg white;

tibia slightly infuscated dorsally; tarsal seg-

ments slightly infuscated. Abdomen fus-

cous above, whitish ventrally; segments 6,

7 and 8 strongly modified (see figures).

Male genitalia slide USNM26411. Harpe

broad basally; neck moderately narrow; cu-

cullus moderately dilated distally. Brachia

unequal, right brachium longer than left,

distally hooked. Tegumen shorter than

broad. Aedeagus slightly S-shaped, slender.

Manica thickened distally.

Holotype.—\]Sl<\M. Unique male holo-

type, 15 Mar 1939, GuamNo. 1912, R. G.

Oakley.

Type locality. —Gudivci (no specific local-

ity).

Distribution. —Guam.
Food plant.— Unknown.
Remarks.— The nearest relative to A.

aporema is A. poliopterus Clarke ( 1 986:24 1

)

from the Marquesas Islands. In the male of

poliopterus the antenna is cream white but

the antenna oi^ aporema is white, annulated

with fuscous; also, the fuscous marking of

the forewing of aporema is confined to a

median longitudinal streak but in poliop-

terus the fuscous marking covers all of the

wing except the dorsal white edge. The mod-
ifications of the abdominal segments are

similar, but distinct. Compare figures of

aporema with those o^ poliopterus (Clarke

1986: fig. 168 c-e).

Stathmopoda monoxesta (Meyrick),

new combination

Asymphorodes monoxesta Meyrick, 1929:

501. "^9. 11-13 mm. . . . Society Is. Ta-

hiti, 500-2500 feet, March to May {Miss

Cheesman, Collenette); 9 ex."

Lectotype.—S, 12mm. "Fautaua, Tahiti,

at light 2500 ft. 13.3.25. St. George Expedn.

C.L. Collenette." SHde JFGC No. 11519.

Lectotype hereby designated. This speci-

men is marked "Type 9" in the British Mu-
seum. A small white label bears the number
"P607."

r>'/?e'. —British Museum (Natural Histo-

ry).

Type locality.— Tahiti, Fautaua.

Distribution.— Tahiti.
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Fig. 2. Asymphowdes aporema, new species: a, Lateral aspect of male genitalia with aedeagus removed; b,

Aedeagus; c, 6th tergum; d, 7th tergum and sternum; e, 8th sternum.

Remarks.— ThQ fact that the lectotype was

marked "Type 9" presents no problem be-

cause the gender of many "types" from the

Meyrick collection was mislabelled.
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